BLM    LIBRARY 


/4 


PROPERTY  OF 
fcCM,  GEOTHERMAL 


DECISION  RECORD  AND  FINDING  OF 
NO  SIGNIFICANT  IMPACT 

AMENDMENT  TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 

+  30-030-80-81 


OIL  AND  GAS  LEASING 
BIG  HATCHET 
ALAMO  HUECO  MOUNTAINS 


LAS  CRUCES  DISTRICT  OFFICE 
MAY  1982 


-\^ 


;i&t>* 


IX 


Decision  Record/Finding  of  No  Significant  Impact 


The  Finding  of  No  Significant  Impact  and  Mitigating  Measure  No.  1  of 
Environment  Assessment,  (EA)  No.  30-030-80-81,  state  that  yearly  meetings 
between  the  Bureau  and  Land  Management  (BLM)  and  New  Mexico  Department 
of  Game  and  Fish  (NMDGF)  would  be  held  to  evaluate  the  desert  bighorn 
sheep,  their  habitat,  oil  and  gas  lease  boundaries,  and  stipulations. 

During  October  28  and  29,  1981,  the  BLM,  NMDGF,  Las  Cruces  District 
Advisory  Council,  and  several  members  of  the  public  and  oil  industry 
participated  in  a  field  trip  to  the  Big  Hatchet-Alamo  Hueco  Mountains  to 
discuss  the  conflicts  of  oil  and  gas  leasing  with  wildlife,  particularly 
desert  bighorn  sheep.  Informal  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  group 
were: 

1.  Leasing  the  entire  area  would  be  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
public  and  industry. 

2.  Wildlife  and  other  resource  values  would  have  to  be  protected. 

The  conclusions,  along  with  data  from  desert  bighorn  sheep  studies, 
geologic  studies,  topographic  features,  existing  mitigation  measures, 
threatened  or  endangered  species  data,  and  other  factors  discussed 
during  the  meeting,  were  used  to  arrive  at  a  management  decision. 

The  previous  management  decision  of  September  1980  to  withhold  the  area 
from  oil  and  gas  leasing  (Alternative  3)  was  modified  to  adopt 
Alternative  2  which  is: 

"Open  the  entire  area  (111,500  acres)  to  oil  and  gas  leasing. 
Oil  and  gas  leasing  would  be  allowed  with  appropriate  stipulations. 
Within  Wilderness  Study  Areas,  leasing  and  development  would  be 
consistent  with  wilderness  interim  management  policy  until  a  final 
wilderness  decision  is  made.  In  critical  habitat  (sic)  areas, 
seasonal  stipulation  for  protecting  sheep  could  apply."  (Note:  The 
term  "critical  habitat"  is  not  as  legally  described  in  the  Endangered 
Species  Act. ) 

The  following  stipulations  would  be  attached  to  any  lease  issued  in 
Wilderness  Study  Areas,  desert  bighorn  sheep  habitat  areas,  and  to  any 
"Notice  of  Intent"  to  conduct  geophysical  explorations  in  desert  bighorn 
sheep  habitat  areas: 

1.  The  wilderness  protection  stipulation  (see  Appendix  A)  would 
be  attached  to  any  lease  issued  within  a  Wilderness  Study 
Area.  (See  map  1  for  designed  Wilderness  Study  Areas) 

2.  The  following  stipulation  would  be  attached  to  any  lease 
issued  in  designated  desert  bighorn  sheep  habitat:   (See  map  1 
and  Table  1  for  designated  desert  bighorn  habitat  areas.) 
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The  lessee  is  given  notice  that  all  or  part  of  the  lease  area 
contains  special  values,  is  needed  for  special  purposes,  or  requires 
special  attention  to  prevent  damage  to  surface  resources.  Any 
surface  use  or  occupancy  within  such  areas  is  strictly  prohibited 
unless  the  lessee/operator  demonstrates  that  the  area  is  essential 
to  adequately  explore  for  or  develop  oil  or  gas,  the  lessee/operator 
submits  a  surface  use  and  operations  plan,  and  the  surface  management 
agency  finds  the  proposed  surface  occupancy  or  use  does  not  compromise 
the  decision  upon  which  the  restriction  is  based  or  adversely 
affect  the  resource  protected  by  the  restriction. 

Reason  for  Restriction:  Protect  designated  desert  bighorn  sheep 
habitat. 

Duration  of  Restriction:  Year-round. 

Prior  to  acceptance  of  this  stipulation  the  prospective  lessee  is 
encouraged  to  contact  the  Federal  surface  management  agency  for 
further  information  regarding  the  restrictive  nature  of  this  stip- 
ulation. 


Signature  of  Lessee 


The  seasonal  stipulation  would  apply  to  geophysical  explorations  in  the 
designated  desert  bighorn  sheep  habitat  and  would  be  issued  on  a  case- 
by-case  basis  after  consultations  with  the  NMDGF  and  the  lessee/operator. 
(See  Map  1  for  designated  desert  bighorn  sheep  habitat  and  Table  1  for 
the  legal  description). 

Selection  of  Alternative  2,  as  amended,  is  not  a  major  Federal  action 
significantly  affecting  the  environment  as  the  desert  bighorn  sheep  will 
be  protected  and  oil  and  gas  leasing  will  be  allowed.  Therefore,  prepar- 
ation of  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  is  not  necessary, 


Daniel  C.  B.  Rdthbun 


District  Manager 


TABLE  I 

Legal  Description  of  Areas  to  be  Leased  with  a  Stipulation  to  Protect  Habitat 

for  Desert  Bighorn  Sheep 


T.  30  S.,  R.  15  W, 


NMPM 


Sec. 


T.  30  S. 


Sec. 


7 

:     Lot  4,  SE^SW?*,  SWsSEk 

120.82 

17 

■     S^SW%,  SwW*3 

120.00 

18 

Lots  1,  2,   3,  &  4,  WW* 

EJ*NW%,   E*sSW%,  WJgSE%,   SE^SE^ 

523.72 

19 

All 

644.10 

20 

UHEh,  Wh 

480.00 

28 

:     W^SW^,   SE^SW% 

120.00 

29 

:     All 

640.00 

30 

•     All 

640.16 

31 

All 

635.16 

33 

:     All 

640.00 

34 

:     W^SW^,  SEJaSW^ 

120.00 

Subtotal 

4,683.96 

R. 

16  W.,  NMPM 

12 

:     SJgSE% 

80.00 

13 

:      EJg,  SE%NW%,   E*sSW% 

440.00 

24 

:     £H,  E^NW%,  SW% 

560.00 

25 

:     All 

640.00 

Subtotal 


1,720.00 


T.  31  S.,  R.  14  W.,  NMPM 


Sec 


17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
33 
34 


SW*- 


All 

All 

SW% 

SWj, 

All 

All 

All 

All 

All 

EHUD 


NW?s, 


SWk 


Sh 


2SE% 


4, 


^2» 


SEk 


Subtotal 


200.00 
480.00 
640.00 
640.00 
160.00 
240.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
560.00 
6,120.00 


T.    31   S.,  R.    15  W.,  NMPM 


Sec, 


4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Lots  2, 

N^SW^, 

All 

All 

All 

All 

All 

All 

NE^NE%, 


3  &  4, 


Sl^ 


SW1- 


■4, 


MhMh 


W 


2SE%, 


Sh 


Si 
SE^ 


2Mk 
SE?* 


S^ 


519.77 
696.16 
695.60 
725.98 
672.06 
640.00 
640.00 
560.00 


Table  I  (Continued) 


T.  31  S.,  R.  15  W.,  NMPM 


T.  31  S. 


Sec. 


Sec. 


11 

All 

640.00 

12 

:     WJ2NWJ5,  SW%,   SJsSE% 

320.00 

13 

f%,  SW%,  VihSEh 

560.00 

14 

All 

640.00 

15 

.     Lot  1,  NJg,  SW*a,  N^SE^,  SE^SE% 

632.90 

17 

All 

640.00 

18 

.     All 

672.84 

19 

All 

670.48 

20 

Wh 

320.00 

21 

All 

640.00 

22 

Lots  1,  2,   3,  &  4,  Mk,  $h 

606.32 

23 

Lot  1,  NWs,  SJgSW%,  SE^SE^ 

315.50 

24 

All 

640.00 

25 

All 

640.00 

26 

\h 

320.00 

27 

All 

640.00 

28 

All 

640.00 

29 

All 

640.00 

30 

Lots  1,2,  EJ5NWJ3,  NE?4,  S^SE% 

413.86 

31 

Lots  1,  2,   3,  &  4,  E^W^2,  NW%NE%, 

S^NE^,   SE% 

626.71 

33 

All 

640.00 

34 

All 

640.00 

35 

All 

640.00 

Subtotal 

18,287.68 

R. 

16  W.,  NMPM 

1 

All 

640.92 

11 

E^2 

160.00 

12 

All 

640.00 

13 

E*2,  &4AH 

480.00 

24 

EH,  E^NW^ 

400.00 

25 

nth 

160.00 

Subtotal 

2,480.92 

R. 

14  W.,  NMPM 

3 

All 

635.60 

4 

All 

636.08 

5 

.     Lots   1,2,   3  &  4,   S^,   E^SW%, 

NW^SWij,   SE^ 

597.60 

6 

All 

639.40 

7 

:     All 

640.00 

8 

•      E*2,  SE^NW^,   E^SW^ 

440.00 

9 

All 

640.00 

10 

NE%,  Wh 

480.00 

Table  I  (Continued) 


T. 

32  S.,  R 

14  W.,  NMPM 

15 

All 

17 

fth 

18 

SJg 

19 

All 

20 

lh,  WHAh 

21 

WJg,  W^SE% 

22 

Wh 

30 

.     W*s 

31 

.     All 

Subtotal 


640.00 
320.00 
320.00 
640.00 
480.00 
400.00 
320.00 
320.00 
640.00 
8,788.68 


T.    32  S.,  R.    15  W.,   NMPM 


Sec. 


1 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
9 

10 
11 
12 
15 
18 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


All 
NEJ; 
SHN 


4i 


*sNW%,   SW%NW%,   S*s 


2n-2,    • 

sNE%, 


'4> 


SW%,  SW^SEi 


'4. 


Lots  2,   3  &  4,  NE%,  SE%NW%,  E^SW%, 


EJsSBi 


SE^ 


All 

EJg,  SE%NW%,  N^SVAj, 

All 

SJ^NE%,  NW^NW%,   S^NW1, 


SE%SW% 


EJg,   Nyn&,   SE%NW%,   E^SW^ 
N^NE%,  SW^NE^,  W^NW%,  SE%NW% 
Lot  1,  NE%NW%,  N^NE% 
W^NE% 

NE%NE^,  S^NEJs, 


E^NW^, 


Sh 


HH,  SE^SW%,  SE% 

Lots  1   &  4,  NE%,   EJgNWfc,  NW^SE% 
Lots  1,  2,   3,  4,  5,  6  &  7,  WJgNE^, 
NE%SW%,  NJgSE% 
33:     Lots  1,  2,  3  &  4,  NW%NE%,  S^2NE%, 
NW%,  N*^ 


E%NW 


3, 


640.00 
600.00 
480.00 
440.00 
580.73 
667.20 
480.00 
640.00 
520.00 
520.00 
240.00 
165.79 
80.00 
480.00 
520.00 
320.00 
520.00 
370.00 

573.55 

602.26 


Subtotal 

9,439.53 

3  S. 

,  R 

14  W.,  NMPM 

Sec. 

17 

SE%SE% 

40.00 

18 

Lots  2,  3  &  4,  SEW*,  EJgSE* 

240.56 

19 

Lots  1,  2,   3  &  4,  NW%NE%,  E^,  Slh 

522.50 

20 

•     V£h,  NW%NE%,  N4NW% 

280.00 

28 

SW%NW%,  SWJ5,  ShSlh 

280.00 

29 

WH,  SJgSlfc,  Slh 

560.00 

30 

All 

640.00 

31 

:     Hh,  E^SE^ 

400.00 

Subtotal 


2,963.06 


Table  1    (Continued) 


T.    33  S.,   R.    15  W.,  NMPM 


Sec. 

1 

Lot  3,  SE%NE% 

80.29 

4 

SJsNE^,   SE%NW*s,   E^SW% ,   SE^ 

360.00 

5 

Lots   2,   3  &  4,   SW%NE%,   S^NWij,   NW^SW%, 

SJgSE% 

363.15 

6 

All 

642.32 

7 

NWyJE^ 

40.00 

8 

HEh,  SE^SE^ 

200.00 

9 

All 

640.00 

10 

All 

640.00 

11 

S^NE^,   SE% 

240.00 

12 

SW%NW%,   NW^SW^,   SH>SW%,  W^SE% 

240.00 

13 

W^NE^a,  W^,  SE^ 

560.00 

14 

EJg,  EJ#g,  NW%SW^ 

520.00 

15 

NH>,   N^SJg,  SJgSW^,   SW^SE% 

600.00 

17 

mMh*  W*sNE%,  NW%,  NW^SW%,  S^SE^ 

400.00 

18 

SW%NE^,   NE^SE^ 

80.00 

20 

E**,   E^2NW%,   W£\h 

480.00 

21 

NJg,   NW%SW%,   S%SJg 

520.00 

22 

NE^,   NJgNW^,   SW%NW%,   NW%SE%,   SE%SE% 

360.00 

23 

N^NE%,   SW%NE^,  NE*sNW%,   SE^SW%,  W%SE%, 

SE%SE% 

320.00 

24 

EH,  E^WJ^,  NW?*NW^,SW^SW% 

560.00 

25 

All 

640.00 

26 

NW^NE3*,   S^NE%,   Eh^lh 

280.00 

27 

E4NE%,   SW^sNE^,   SW%NW%,   NW^SW% 

200.00 

28 

N^,  NJ5SJ5,   SE^SW^,   SJgSE^ 

600.00 

29 

NE%NE^,   SW^NE%,  NE^NW%,   S^NW^, 

SW%SW^,   NE^SW^,   NW^SE^ 

320.00 

30 

Lots  3  &  4,  HkHEh,  EHSWa,  W^2SE%, 

SE^SE^ 

358.17 

31 

:     W^SE^,   SE^SE^ 

120.00 

34 

:     SE?*NE%,  N^NbRs,   SW^NW%,   SE^ 

320.00 

35 

WsPs,  WJg 

480.00 

Subtotal 

11,163.93 

T.    34  S. 

,  R 

14  W.,  NMPM 

Sec. 

5 

N^2NW%,   SW^NW% 

120.00 

6 

:     Nh> 

320.00 

Subtotal 

440.00 

T.    34  S. 

.  R 

.    15  W.,  NMPM 

Sec. 

3 

:     nth,  Wdfe,  SE%SW% 

360.00 

5 

.     W^Wh,   SE%NW%,   NW^SW^ 

160.00 

6 

:     NE%NE% 

40.00 

8 

:     N^2,  NWhSWh,   SE^SE% 

400.00 

9 

:     NJ2NJ5,   SEJ$NEJ$,   SW%NW^,   E*sSW%,   SW^SW^, 

N^SE*s 

440.00 

Table  I  (Continued) 


T.  34  S.,  R.  15  W.,  NMPM 


Sec. 


10 

NVA$,   N^SW% 

240.00 

11 

NE%,   N^SE%,  SE^SE% 

280.00 

12 

NJg,  NJgSJg,   SW%SW%,   SE%SE% 

560.00 

14 

SW%NE^,  W^NW%,   SE%NW%,   SW%,  W^SE^ 

400.00 

15 

NE%,  S^SW**,  NE%SE%,  SW%SE% 

320.00 

17 

NE%NE% 

40.00 

21 

Lots  1,  2,   3  &  4,  NE^,   E^NW%,  SW%NW^ 

369.40 

22 

Lots  1,  2,   3  &  4,  N*s 

411.60 

23 

Lots  2,   3  &  4,   SW%NE^,  NW% 

268.55 

Subtotal 

4,289.55 

Grand  Total  70,377.31 


Appendix  A 
Wilderness  Protection  Stipulation 

By  accepting  this  lease,  the  lessee  acknowledges  that  the  lands  contained 
in  this  lease  are  being  inventoried  or  evaluated  for  their  wilderness 
potential  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  under  Section  603  of 
the  Federal  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976,  90  STAT.  2743  (43  USC 
Sec.  1782),  and  that  exploration  or  production  activities  which  are  not 
in  conformity  with  section  603  may  never  be  permitted.  Expenditures  in 
leases  on  which  exploration  drilling  or  production  are  not  allowed  will 
create  no  additional  rights  in  the  lease,  and  such  leases  will  expire  in 
accordance  with  law. 

Activities  will  be  permitted  under  the  lease  as  long  as  BLM  determines 
they  will  not  impair  wilderness  suitability.  This  will  be  the  case 
either  until  the  BLM  wilderness  inventory  process  has  resulted  in  a 
final  wilderness  inventory  decision  that  an  area  lacks  wilderness 
characteristics,  or  in  the  case  of  a  wilderness  study  area,  until  Congress 
has  decided  not  to  designate  the  lands  included  within  this  lease  as 
wilderness.  Activities  will  be  considered  nonimparing  if  the  BLM  determines 
that  they  meet  each  of  the  following  three  criteria: 

(a)  It  is  temporary.  This  means  that  the  use  or  activity  may  continue 
until  the  time  when  it  must  be  terminated  in  order  to  meet  the  reclama- 
tion requirement  of  paragraphs  (b)  and  (c)  below.  A  temporary  use  that 
creates  no  new  surface  disturbance  may  continue  unless  Congress  designates 
the  area  as  wilderness,  so  long  as  it  can  easily  and  immediately  be 
terminated  at  that  time  if  necessary  to  management  of  the  area  as  wilderness 

(b)  Any  temporary  impacts  caused  by  the  activity  must,  at  a  minimum,  be 
capable  of  being  reclaimed  to  a  condition  of  being  substantially  unnotice- 
able  in  the  wilderness  study  area  (or  inventory  unit)  as  a  whole  by  the 
time  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  scheduled  to  send  his  recommenda- 
tions on  that  area  to  the  President,  and  the  operator  will  be  required 

to  reclaim  the  impacts  to  that  standard  by  that  date.  If  the  wilderness 
study  is  postponed,  the  reclamation  deadline  will  be  extended  accordingly. 
If  the  wilderness  study  is  accelerated,  the  reclamation  deadline  will 
not  be  changed.  A  full  schedule  of  wilderness  studies  will  be  developed 
by  the  Department  upon  completion  of  the  intensive  wilderness  inventory. 
In  the  meatime,  in  areas  not  yet  scheduled  for  wilderness  study,  the 
reclamation  will  be  scheduled  for  completion  within  4  years  after  approval 
of  the  activity.   (Obviously,  if  and  when  the  Interim  Management  Policy 
ceases  to  apply  to  an  inventory  unit  dropped  from  wilderness  review 
following  a  final  wilderness  inventory  decision  of  the  BLM  State  Director, 
the  reclamation  deadline  previously  specified  will  cease  to  apply).  The 
Secretary's  schedule  for  transmitting  his  recommendations  to  the  President 
will  not  be  changed  as  a  result  of  any  unexpected  inability  to  complete 
the  reclamation  by  the  specified  date,  and  such  inability  will  not 
constrain  the  Secretary's  recommendation  with  respect  to  the  areas 's 
suitability  for  preservation  as  wilderness. 


The  reclamation  will,  to  the  extent  practicable,  be  done  while  the 
activity  is  in  progress.  Reclamation  will  include  the  complete  recontour- 
ing  of  all  cuts  and  fills  to  blend  with  the  natural  topography,  the 
replacement  of  topsoil,  and  the  restoration  of  plant  cover  at  least  to 
the  point  where  natural  succession  is  occurring.  Plant  cover  will  be 
restored  by  means  of  reseeding  or  replanting  using  species  previously 
occurring  in  the  area.  If  necessary,  irrigation  will  be  required.  The 
reclamation  schedule  will  be  based  on  conservative  assumptions  with 
regard  to  growing  conditions  so  as  to  ensure  that  the  reclamation  will 
be  complete  and  the  impacts  will  be  substantially  unnoticeable  in  the 
areas  as  a  whole  by  the  time  the  Secretary  is  scheduled  to  send  his 
recommendations  to  the  President.   ("Substantially  unnoticeable"  is 
defined  in  Appendix  F  of  the  Interim  Management  Policy  and  Guidelines 
for  Lands  Under  Wilderness  Review). 

(c)  When  the  activity  is  terminated,  and  after  any  needed  reclamation 
is  complete,  the  area's  wilderness  values  must  not  have  been  degraded  so 
far,  compared  with  the  area's  values  for  other  purposes,  as  to  signifi- 
cantly constrain  the  Secretary's  recommendation  with  respect  to  the 
area's  suitability  or  nonsuitability  for  preservation  as  wilderness.  The 
wilderness  values  to  be  considered  are  those  mentioned  in  Section  2(c) 
of  the  Wilderness  Act,  including  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  or  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  and  ecological, 
geological  or  other  features  of  scientific,  educational,  scenic,  or 
historical  value.  If  all  or  any  part  of  the  area  included  within  the 
leasehold  estate  is  formally  designated  by  Congress  as  wilderness, 
exploration  and  development  operations  taking  place  or  to  take  place  on 
that  part  of  the  lease  will  remain  subject  to  the  requirements  of  this 
stipulation,  except  as  modified  by  the  Act  of  Congress  designating  the 
land  as  wilderness.  If  Congress  does  not  specify  in  such  Act  how  existing 
leases  like  this  one  will  be  managed,  then  the  provisions  of  the  Wilderness 
Act  of  1964  will  apply  as  implemented  by  rules  and  regulations  promulgated 
by  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 
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